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it would be better to discontinue work on the heli-
copter and concentrate all my time and efforts on the
aeroplane.
The few weeks spent in taxi-ing and forcing the
S-i into the air were by no means lost, because much
was learned during these attempts. The information,
particularly with respect to the manoeuvring of the
plane on the ground, the action of the controls, and
so forth, which I had learned from books and maga-
zines, now became real facts which I could understand
and feel. I had also gained some practical ideas for
improving the S-i, so I again resumed the work and
hurried the construction of a new aeroplane. Using the
wing group from the S-i, I built a new centre part,
and made it a tractor plane. I installed the 25 h.p.
Anzani which had been taken off the helicopter. The
tail was changed, and the new one consisted of a
stabilizer with two fins forming end plates. On their
trailing edges were mounted rudders. The landing
gear was reinforced and a new pilot's seat was installed
behind the motor. A little more than three weeks of
continuous hard work, which started early in the morn-
ing and continued until late at night, with only short
intervals for meals, were spent to complete the new
plane.
On June 2nd, the S-s was wheeled out of the
hangar. During the motor test, when I felt the force
of the propeller stream and saw three of my associates
having a difficult time holding the plane from running
ahead, I realized that there was much more power here
than in the S-i. There was a distinct feeling that the
S-s could fly. I did some taxi-ing in order to check the
plane, and found that the ship accelerated much faster
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